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2022-2023 IMPACT REPORT 

What a year! The 2022-2023 school year saw some outstanding accomplishments.  

We are proud to showcase the positive impact made possible by the generous community of donors 
who trust The Foundation, recognizing our unique position to elevate student achievement, foster 
community engagement, and support dedicated teachers and staff. From realizing a 28% increase in 
the number of students benefiting from our classroom grants to seeing an 8% increased use of the 
Free School Supply Store by our teachers, our reach and impact continues to grow. 

Our close collaboration with district leaders ensures that the programs we fund align seamlessly 
with county-wide goals, contributing to the continued “A” rating of our district. This year, in addition 
to our regular programs, The Foundation also took the lead to distribute $30,000 in hurricane relief 
to impacted school staff, provide over $330,000 to support school district priorities and acquire 
$435,000 in funding to initiate a robust Resilient Community project. 

Our partnerships continue to be strong. Local leaders, engaged parents, and top employers all see 
the strength in our programs and join us to make an impact for students. We know that together, we 
will continue to shape a brighter future for our community and education system. 

Our Why
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$100,000 for Visual 
& Performing Arts 
distributed throughout 
Seminole County Public 
Schools

Over $170,000 
scholarships to high 
school seniors

100 Students
in our Take Stock in 
Children Program

$65,000
awarded in Teacher 
Classroom Grants

Over $2 Million
 in School Supplies
given to teachers 92% of 

Funds 
Raised 

directly support 
programs

Our Impact

191,000
pencils distributed

Brand new in the 2022-2023 school year, The Foundation 
started an “Inspired by Art Week” to highlight the 
talented students and premier visual and performing 
arts programs in Seminole County Public Schools. 
Between February 13-17, The Foundation highlighted 
different art programs on social media with videos 
or photos submitted by students and teachers. Each 
program highlighted received a donation. In addition, 
Foundation board members visited each Seminole County 
Public School to deliver checks totaling over $60,000 
to support purchasing instruments, theater costumes, 
painting supplies, and more. This initiative is part of 
the Foundation’s commitment to promote the arts and 
provide over $100,000 to art programs to ensure every 
student has access to enriching arts curriculum.

“Inspired by Art Week gives 
talented students a chance 

to share with our community 
the amazing arts programs 

in our schools, from 2D art to 
TV production. I’m excited the 
Foundation could launch this 

program and provide continued 
funding to support the arts.”  
- Jean Vansmith, Foundation 

Executive Director



Grants for Great Ideas
Each year, teachers have the opportunity to put 
their great ideas into action for students through 
The Foundation’s Grants for Great Ideas program. 
Teachers are eligible to apply for up to $1,000 for an 
individual classroom project and up to $2,500 for a 
grade or school wide initiative in three categories: 
English Language Arts, STEM, or Arts. Since 1989, the 
Foundation has awarded over $2.48 million to support 
hands-on projects for students. 

These projects go beyond normal classroom 
instruction and allow teachers to provide memorable 
experiences for their students. With over $65,000 given out in grants in grants in 2022-2023, nearly 
15,000 students received positive learning experiences through this program with 44 projects.

At Eastbrook Elementary, the 2022-2023 class of third graders were just kindergartners when COVID 
happened and that time of distance learning  took a toll on the young students. Upon returning to 
normalcy, many students struggled in the classroom. Teacher Lisa Langston had a creative idea to 
use bucket drums to reinforce reading skills. Scan the QR code(below) to see how her idea helped 
improve test scores while having fun!

“Although my main focus was on third 
grade reading, 5th grade also used the 
bucket drums. There was a noticeable 
improvement in the rhythm reading 
with my older students. The special 
equipment fosters a love of learning 
and growth in our students and 

staff.”  
-Lisa Langston,  2022 Grant 

Recipient
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A Night of Impact
After celebrating 25 years of Arts Alive, 
the Foundation created a new signature 
gala, A Night of Impact! This brand-
new event gave guests the red-carpet 
treatment while raising funds to support 
the amazing programs in Seminole 
County Public Schools. It featured a 
live and silent auction, VIP reception, 
gourmet dinner, live band, and a 
showcase of Foundation programs. 

The event highlighted the impact 
donations to The Foundation make 
to provide resources to over 2,000 
homeless students in Seminole County, 
STEM programs, and mentoring and 
college readiness coaching for over 100 
high school students. That night, over 
$224,000 was raised by the community 
to support these vital programs.

“A Night of Impact is a fantastic event 
and a great way to give back to teachers 

and students here in Seminole County. The 
attendees experienced live performances from 
bands, students, and teachers while enjoying 

a magical evening of giving. Donors really 
stepped up this year giving over $224,000 in 

one night to help keep Seminole County an ‘A’ 
rated and leading school district.”  

- Greg Grannon, Foundation Board Chair
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Take Stock in Children
Take Stock in Children offers deserving, low-
income students a chance to escape the cycle 
of poverty through education. The program provides 103 hard-working 
students with the tools to thrive throughout high school, into college, and 
in their future communities. Our program begins the summer after 8th 
grade and includes wraparound services such as weekly mentor sessions, 
workshops, support by Foundation staff, and the promise of a 2-year Florida 
Prepaid Scholarship upon graduation.

Throughout the school year, the program hosts many workshops for our 
students, mentor appreciation events, career panels, college tours, and 
more. One of the key success factors of the program is the mentoring, 
which leaves a lasting impact on both the student and mentor. 

I want to thank my mentor for being great and helping me along this journey… just from the weekly 
talks, check-ups, and many more. This is definitely not the end for me and Mrs. Patty, I plan on 
staying in touch with her for as long as possible and keeping her a part of my life as if I was still in 

school.   -  Azan’l Austin, Take Stock in Children Graduate

Tools 4 Seminole Schools
Teachers often spend $500 or more of their own money 
buying supplies for their students and materials for 
their classrooms. Tools 4 Seminole Schools collects and 
distributes school supplies and classroom materials to 
teachers, who in turn ensure their students have what 
they need to be prepared for class. In 2023, teachers 
shopped at the store over 2,500 times and received on 
average supplies valued at $595 each time they shopped. 
Between teacher shopping and the 3,500 back packs 
given out to students in need, the store distributed over 
$2,000,000 in supplies during to 2022-2023 school year. 

The store has everything from pencils, notebooks, and 
crayons to tissues, socks and underwear, providing 
whatever is needed for students to be in school, ready 
to learn. With about half of Seminole County’s students 
qualifying for free or reduced meals, the need for this type 
of support is undisputed. 

The store is funded through The Foundation and primarily 
supported by grants, corporate giving, individual donors, 
and our annual supply drive every summer. Over 150 
businesses, civic organizations, and individuals come 
together each year to collect thousands of school supplies 
to keep the shelves stocked all year long.

“This store has helped me 
physically and mentally be a better 
teacher!  Thank you so much for 
helping support my efforts in the 
classroom, paying it forward!!!”
- Tools 4 Seminole Schools Shopper
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Percentage of Total Given By Constituency

84.7%

Endowment Fund Balances

Excellence in Education Endowment	  $1,769,976
Scholarships - Endowed		      $237,607

Statement of Net Assets

Revenue and Support 	
Donated Teaching Supplies (Tools 4 Seminole 		
Schools)

PROGRAM SUPPORT:	
Program Revenue and Contributions
Fiscal Agent Programs
Fundraising Events (Net)	
Unrealized Gaines from Scholarships
Invest Income (Loss)
Other Income

$2,050,177

  

Expenses	     

2022 -2023

Program Services:

SUPPORT SERVICES:
Fundraising
General and Administrative

Total Expenses

Change in Net Position

$4,768,443

    $      60,155
    $   349,427

    $5,178,025

    $  (40,861)

Corporations / Foundations

6.5%
Individuals

8.8%
Civic / Community Organizations

2022 - 2023
Financial Snapshot

ASSETS:
Current and Other Assets		    $4,654,458
Noncurrent Assets			     $1,395,182
Total Assets				      $6,049,640

LIABILITIES:
Accounts Payable and Other       	   $  185,061

NET POSITION 
Unrestricted:

Undesignated			    	   $  583,184
Board Designated		     	   $  105,428

Restricted:
Expendable				      $3,168,384
Non-expendable			     $2,007,583

TOTAL NET POSITION			     $5,864,579

2022 -2023

Total Revenues and Support

$1,214,199

$   997,044

$   212,134
$     10,277
$   319,599
$       9,821   

$4,807,288
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BOARD EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Chair—Greg Brannon, AAA
Chair Elect—Brian Luc, BNY Mellon/Pershing
Immediate Past Chair—Tara Christensen, FASTSIGNS of 

Sanford
VP of Development—Tanya Easterling, Florida Blue
VP of Governance—Sharon Arroyo, Duke Energy
VP of Finance—John Ashworth, Morgan Stanley
VP of Programs—Holton Mills, Addition Financial
Board Secretary—Anthony Hall, The Leach Firm

BOARD MEMBERS
Rick Bundy, Jr., Wharton-Smith
Prasad Chittaluru, EPIC Engineering
Nicole Crocker, Advent Health
Jamie Cuzmar, Cuzmar Law, PLLC
Raychel Garcia, Quintairos, Prieto, Wood, and Boyer, PA
Ashmeet Kalra, Orlando Health South Seminole Hospital
Bradley Lacore, Cogent Private Wealth
Scott Macaione, Pathstone
Jay Pettus, Oviedo Medical Center
Beth Smith, Cigna
Shane Wolfe, DACG, Inc.

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS
Kristine Kraus, School Board Vice Chairman
Serita Beamon, Superintendent
Katie Murphy, Seminole County Council PTA
Thomas Bugos, Seminole Education Association

FOUNDATION STAFF
Jean Vansmith, Executive Director
Racheal Colburn, Communication & Events Supervisor
Rosie Guerrido, Event Specialist
Roderick Henderson, Business Manager
Missy Mercado, Program Manager
Becky Miller, Tools 4 Seminole Schools Supervisor
Stacy Moncrieffe, Take Stock in Children Program Supervisor
Yaritzel Ramirez-Rogel, Business and Communications         	
   Assistant    		
Shannon Rininger, Take Stock in Children Program          		
   Supervisor
Jody Sweeney, Tools 4 Seminole Schools Assistant

District Leadership
Abby Sanchez, Chairman
Kristine Kraus, Vice Chairman
Kelley Davis, School Board Member
Autumn Garick, School Board Member
Amy Pennock, School Board Member
Serita Beamon, Superintendent
Dr. Anne-Marie Cote, Deputy Superintendent of 			 
   Instructional Excellence & System Equity

  Foundation Board
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Providing Support for Our Employees

Hurricane Ian Assistance
After Hurricane Ian, many of our own teachers, 
bus drivers, and other staff were struggling 
with losses and damages of their own including 
flooded homes and complete loss of their food 
supply. Some were even displaced and staying 
with family or residing in hotels. The District 
and Foundation partnered on two events for 
employees who had been impacted by Hurricane 
Ian. They identified 245 staff needing short-term 
assistance, and the Foundation provided gift 
cards so teachers and staff could replenish their 
refrigerators, purchase clothing or other items 
that had been damaged, or purchase gas as they 
commuted from outside their normal residence. 
For SCPS employees who had their own children 
in our schools, the Foundation provided 
backpacks with supplies if they had lost these 
during the storm. 

The SCPS employees were so appreciative of this 
support and quick response to help them get 
back on their feet. This was only possible thanks 
to donors just like you.   

Professional Development 
In 2021, the Foundation launched the 
Educational Leadership Academy to provide 
teachers with an opportunity to grow in the 
area of professional development. The 2022-
2023 series focused on “Creating an Inclusive 
Classroom.” The series gave 26 participants 
the tools to create an inclusive and equitable 
classroom while also building relationships 
and community with others. All of the 
teachers left feeling more knowledgeable 
and excited about how they can incorporate 
these lessons in their classroom; one teacher 
said “This training was amazing and should 
be a required training for all educators.” 
The Foundation will continue to provide this 
professional development opportunity to 
teachers in Seminole County.   
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We Thank Our Donors
CAREER CHAMPIONS ($100,000+)
School District Education Foundation Matching Program
Seminole County Public Schools
State of Florida Department of Financial Services
XQ Institute

GRADUATE SUMMA CUM LAUDE ($50,000-$99,999)
Duke Energy
Publix Supermarkets Charities, Inc.
Take Stock in Children

GRADUATE MAGNA CUM LAUDE ($25,000-$49,999)
AAA
Addition Financial
Cigna
Florida Blue Foundation
Heart of Florida United Way, Inc.
Orlando Health
Orlando Magic Youth Foundation
Sanford Porchfest
Seminole County Government
Seminole County Sheriff’s Office
Walt Disney World

GRADUATE CUM LAUDE ($10,000-$24,999)
Advent Health
Andrew and Dorothy Cochrane Foundation
DeVos Family Foundation
Faro Technologies, Inc.
First Baptist Church of Oviedo
Gene & Amy Lee Fund
IOA (Insurance Office of America)
Karen Almond
Lockheed Martin
New York Life
Philip S. Harper Foundation
Renee Pierce
SCPS Employee Benefits and Wellness
The John & Beverly Sobik Help Foundation
United Data Technologies
VMG Construction
Wayne Densch Charitable Trust
WEV Local Impact Fund
Wharton-Smith, Inc. 
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GRADUATE ($5,000-$9,999)
Ajax Building Company
Clancy & Theys Construction Co.
Epic Engineering & Consulting Group
HCA Florida Lake Monroe Hospital
Hylant
Mark Construction
Matern Professional Engineering
MDNow
Neal Pitts Foundation
Northrop Grumman
Oviedo Medical Center
Rotary Club of Seminole County South
Stan Van Gundy
The Chesley G. Magruder Foundation
VyStar Credit Union

SUPERINTENDENT’S CIRCLE
Karen Almond
Sharon  and Tony Arroyo
John Ashworth
Serita Beamon
Prasad Chittaluru and Shri Varadarajulu
Tara Christensen
Darren Cunningham
Patricia D’Alessandro
Syamala and Seshagiri Dhanyamraju
Tanya Easterling
Christina Hollerbach
Eve Homburger and Brad Jacobs
Michael Good
Chris Huff
The Jager Family
Kristine Kraus
Brian Luc
Scott Macaione
Gerry Marino
David McDaniel
Les & Rhonda Miller
Erin O’Donnell
Amy and Tim Pennock
Richard and Karen Sweat
Veritas Recruiting Group, LLC
Jean Vansmith
Chris and Leslie Walden
Brian Wright

PRINCIPAL’S LIST ($2,500-$4,999)
 A Duda & Sons Inc.
Agitech Solutions Inc.
Allen, Dyer, Doppelt + Gilchrist, PA
Alliance Global
Amscot
AmWINS Group Inc.
BBM Structural Engineers, Inc.
Carole Lasky
Central Homes LLC
Corebridge Financial
CPH
D&A Construction Group, Inc.
Desmond Reilly
Douglas Yovaish
Eartha Melton
Equitable Advisors
Fast Signs of Sanford/Lake Mary
Florida Power & Light
John Ashworth
Les & Rhonda Miller
Midway Coalition
Mike Dirienzo
Pathstone
Pro-Spec, Inc.
Robert Ledford
Seacoast Bank
Seminole Uniserv
Subaru North Orlando
TECC, Inc.
The Foundation for Seminole State College
The Miller Realty Group
TLC Engineering Solutions

Trane Technologies
University of Central Florida
Veritas Recruiting Group, LLC
Williams Company



400 EAST LAKE MARY BLVD., SANFORD, FL 32773 | 407-320-0180

To improve student achievement in Seminole 
County Public Schools by:
•	 Raising and distributing funds and 

in-kind donations,

•	 Fostering involvement in schools by business 
and the community,

•	 Providing recognition and reward for 
outstanding contribution to, and performance 
within, the school district.

Join us in making a difference in the 
lives of Seminole County students.  To 
make a gift to the Foundation, scan the 
QR code or mail a check to the address 
below.  Call 407-320-0176 to learn more 
or to get involved. 

MISSION

JOIN US


