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Our Why

Inspiring Success. Empowering Futures.

The 2024-2025 school year was centered around
ensuring our mission and programs are aligned to

the current needs of students, teachers, and staff in
Seminole County Public Schools. Through a thoughtful
process using community input, the Foundation

board created a new three-year strategic plan with

our vision for the future. Our new mission to inspire
success and thriving for all students in Seminole
County Public Schools through community partnership
leveraging relationships and financial resources
reflects the Foundation’s role not only as a fundraising
organization, but a connector and thought leader.

Using input and data from our strategic planning
process, we ensured our budget moving forward aligns
with the priorities of our public education system.

We increased resources for resiliency programs and
positive classroom culture. We saw the impact of

our teacher resource store on teacher retention and
satisfaction and are increasing program access. Our
mentoring program, which helps improve student
behavior, attendance, and graduation rates, continues
to grow both the number of students served and
number of volunteers participating. This was also a
year of renewal and visibility, because we recognize our
work cannot be successful without consistent support
from donors, volunteers, and supporters. We unveiled a
new logo and website and expanded our social media
presence to reach more community members to share
in our work.

Thanks to your partnership, we raised over $4.0
million, all to ensure students have the resources
and skills to be successful with their learning. v
From expanding access to hands-on learning in STEM : ; " \\U 1]
and the arts, to supporting teachers and staff with L
essential classroom tools, professional development, ) \v
and recognition programs, your support continues A ~
to transform classrooms and lives. Your partnership ; *
continues to make Seminole County a place where
students thrive, teachers grow, and education shines.
Thank you for being part of this journey during the
2024-2025 school year!
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Our Impact
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Grants for Great Ideas

The Foundation’s Grants for Great Ideas program
empowers teachers to bring innovative classroom
ideas to life. Teachers can apply for grants of up
to $1,000 for individual classroom projects or up
to $2,500 for grade-level or school-wide initiatives
in English Language Arts, STEM, Character
Development, or Arts.

In the 2024-2025 school year, the Foundation
awarded over $65,000 to 47 projects at 31 schools,
positively impacting more than 19,000 students.
These grants give educators the tools to create
meaningful, hands-on learning experiences that go
beyond traditional instruction.

One standout project at Oviedo High School, led

by teacher Jordan Orlewicz, engaged students

in designing and building solar-powered phone
charging stations. Recognizing students’ connection
to their phones, Jordan turned itinto a learning
opportunity by guiding students through real-world
applications of physics and engineering.

Students measured solar panel areas to calculate
theoretical power, identified discrepancies caused
by resistance and weather factors, and collaborated
to construct the charging station. This hands-on
experience fostered teamwork, analytical thinking,
and problem-solving skills, while giving students a
tangible project they could see and use.

“Even as a brand-new initiative, students
have already started utilizing the solar-
powered station during mornings and lunch
breaks, sparking ideas for more innovative
spaces on campus.” - Mr. Orlewicz.

These projects demonstrate how the Grants for
Great Ideas program enables teachers to provide
memorable, practical experiences that inspire
students, nurture creativity, and prepare them for
future success.
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Funding Life-Changing Scholarships

College or technical school can be life-changing for
students, offering a pathway to economic mobility
and a brighter future. Earning a degree in an in-
demand, high-wage career allows a student living in
poverty to create new possibilities for themselves and
their families.

One such student, Eva, graduated from Seminole High
School, where she excelled academically, participated
actively in school activities, and volunteered in local
youth mentoring programs. Eva dreamed of attending
college to study business but worried that financial
barriers would keep that dream out of reach.

ATTLERS

Thanks to support from generous donors, Eva was
selected to receive a $2,500 scholarship from The
Foundation to help her pursue her goals at Florida
A&M University.

While Eva’s story is her own, the challenges she faced
are common among many Seminole County students
who dream of higher education but struggle with

the cost of tuition and materials. To support these
students, The Foundation for Seminole County Public
Schools awarded 56 scholarships in 2025, totaling
$151,000 to help graduates pursue college and
technical school programs.

“This award means a lot to me and

has significantly helped with my
college expenses. Starting college as a
Business Administration major with a
minor in Computer Science is incredibly
exciting. Your generosity has made a
big difference and has taken some of
the financial pressure off my family. |
will be forever grateful for your support
and investment in my future.”

- Eva, Scholarship Recipient
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